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QML Pathology Vetnostics Roadshow Wrap-up
Dr Brett Stone
From the 24th – 31st of October 2015, Dr Sue Foster and I presented two full day education seminars (Gold Coast hinterland and
Sunshine Coast) and four evening seminars (Toowoomba, Rockhampton, Townsville and Cairns). The QML Pathology Vetnostics Road
Show was a fantastic opportunity for both Sue and I to meet and catch up with veterinarians that we typically speak with over the phone
or pass information to and from each other via laboratory request forms and pathology reports. The seminars were well received with
approximately 20 – 30 delegates in each location, ensuring an intimate and friendly environment which encouraged participation and
conversation.
I thoroughly enjoyed Sue’s presentations which covered the pitfalls of in-house and laboratory testing as well as a very comprehensive
review of diagnosis and treatment of canine hyperadrenocorticism. Hopefully I also provided valuable information relating to maximising
the quality of histopathology and cytology submissions to ensure our pathologists/laboratory are able to maximise the quality of
information provided in our reports.
A brief review of the take home messages from the seminars include;
• To get the most out of clinical pathology testing, one must request the correct tests and understand the relevance of the reported
results.
• Every test result needs to be evaluated carefully. Negative and positive predictive values should be assessed for each result and that
requires some basic statistical knowledge. It is worth considering a clinical example to put predictive values into context.
• Every test should be assessed on the basis of the sensitivity and the specificity of the test and the prevalence (or likelihood) of the
disease in the cat being tested. For every test there must be an understanding of the inherent weaknesses of the test methodology,
disease pathogenesis and the prevalence or likelihood of a particular disease or disease process.
• Regardless of the type of analyser, and whether haematology is performed in-house or in a laboratory, microscopic smear examination
is an essential part of the full blood count (FBC).
• Cytology sample collection and preparation is where the ‘game’ is often won or lost and it is the clinician/
technicians’ responsibility to both collect the specimen appropriately and adequately prepare the sample.
Poor-quality or low-cellularity samples often result in an “inconclusive” interpretation.
• See the QML Vetnostics website (‘Publications’ heading under products and services) for detailed
information for maximising cytology sample quality.
• ALL components of the histopathology report are important, NOT just the ‘Diagnosis’ section.
• Inking of surgical margins and/or specific regions of interest prior to submission of histopathology samples
to the laboratory is highly recommended
• Do not submit unstained cytologic specimens with formalin-containing specimens.
As QML Pathology Vetnostics is able to provide rapid results and with haematology and biochemistry
performed in many regional locations throughout Queensland, I would certainly recommend using our
non-interpreted profiles rather than performing in-house laboratory testing in most instances, particularly
as our laboratory also performs blood film review on ALL haematology submissions, including noninterpreted requests. I would also encourage you to compare the cost of performing in-house tests to our
non-interpreted profiles.
QML Pathology Vetnostics are looking at making the road show an
annual event and we look forward to seeing you in 2016. Please let
me know if there are specific topics you would like covered in future
seminars.
Cheers, Brett.
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Welcome Dr John Mackie
We are excited to have Dr John Mackie as part of our QML Pathology Vetnostics team. John
joined QML Pathology Vetnostics in mid October 2015 and together with Dr Brett Stone,
Dr Susan Boyd and Dr Jeanine Sandy, the combined skills and experience of our veterinary
pathologist group ensures that we are the premier external veterinary pathology
laboratory service for veterinarians in Queensland and Northern New South Wales.
John graduated from the University of Queensland in 1979 and worked in mixed
practice for three years, followed by a PhD in immunology at the Australian National
University, Canberra. He has over 25 years of experience as a veterinary pathologist,
with the Victorian Department of Primary Industries, on faculty at Texas A&M University
and (since 1995) in private veterinary laboratories (Veterinary Pathology Services, IDEXX
Laboratories, Gribbles, Vepalabs and now QML Pathology Vetnostics).
John is a Fellow of the Australian College of Veterinary Scientists, a Diplomat of the
American College of Veterinary Pathologists, and has adjunct professorial appointments
at the University of Queensland and Texas A&M University. His special interests include
liver, gastrointestinal and skin pathology, infectious diseases and toxicology.

Congratulations to Dr Brett Stone for passing the ACVP
board exams.
We are delighted to announce that in September 2015, Brett sat and passed the 2015 American College of Veterinary Pathologists
certifying examination (ACVP Board Exams) in veterinary clinical pathology. This is a fantastic achievement which would not
have been possible without the support provided by his family, QML Pathology Vetnostics team and in particular the mentoring
provided by Dr Susan Boyd.
Brett is now looking forward to having more free time to spend with his wife and three kids.

Check out our new website:

www.vetqml.com.au
Our updated website is now live.
The website is an excellent source of information
regarding;
•
test requirements
•
contact details
•
supply/stores orders and other forms,
•
previous newsletters and much more.
Please take some time to browse the website
and provide any feedback you may wish to give
regarding other materials/content you would like
to have added to the website.
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Real-Time Results... Anytime, Anywhere.
MedWay, QML Pathology’s web-based application, provides you with real-time access as soon as
results are available at the laboratory.
Medway enables you to view your clients’ results quickly, efficiently and
securely over the Internet.
With no paper to handle, instantaneous delivery and secure access,
MedWay ensures your clients’ results are available real-time, anywhere,
on time, all the time.

FEATURES INCLUDE
ü Increased search functionality,
including new filters
ü Unique username and password
ü Update your account details online
ü View pending requests
ü Smart Phone App

ü Save and print off hard copy
PDF reports in a familiar format
ü View interactive charts
ü View cumulative results
ü Ability to receive email
notifications

To register, visit www.medway.com.au

The Pathologists and Staff at
QML Pathology Vetnostics
wish you a joyous festive
season, filled with peace
and good health.

Opening times over the
festive period

These agar plate Christmas tree designs were grown in the QML Pathology laboratory, using various
bacteria over a period of 18-24 hours on CPS agar which uses a combination of different peptone and
3 chromogenic substrates that enable the detection of specific enzyme activities.
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Please be advised that Vetnostics will be open
for processing and reporting of samples over
the festive period.
Our Brisbane Metropolitan Courier department
will be open for courier requests if required
from 7am to 10pm on Christmas Day, Boxing
Day and New Years Day public holidays.
Service will otherwise be as normal.
For regional collections and laboratory
operating hours over this period, please
contact your local laboratory.
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The Premier Pathology Package
QML Pathology Vetnostics is excited to announce a new partnership with REM SYSTEMS. We are now able to offer
our clients excellent value for money in the provision of a combined external and in-house pathology service.
The instrument range includes the state-of-the-art Vetscan VS2 biochemistry and electrolyte analyser, the HM5
haematology analyser, the Vetscan i-Stat hand held analyser and the new VSPro coagulation / specialty analyser.
The Vetscan range offers several distinct advantages, including minimal hands-on time, lower reagent costs, minimal
maintenance and compact design.

Highlights of our new instrument deal
• No Finance Required with Trade in options for your existing analysers
• Attractive Rebates (up to 100% depending on your practice spend)
• Excellent Reagents Economy
• FREE Medicine Specialist Support
• State of the Art equipment with Minimal Sample Handling
• Integrated With Most Practice Software Packages
• Ultimate Support; 24 hour return to function guarantee or we run your tests at our lab at reagent cost
Please contact us on 1300 VET QML or email vetnostics@qml.com.au to discuss your needs,
OR book a free, no-obligation, 2-week trial of the instruments in your practice.

Already using REM SYSTEMS?
This alliance with REM SYSTEMS also allows for QML Vetnostics to offer a discounted external pathology service to existing
REM SYSTEMS clients.

Please contact QML Pathology Vetnostics (Ph: 1300 VET QML or email vetnostics@qml.com.au) if you
require request forms, a current pricelist, collection time information, or if you have any other enquiries.
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